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PIVOT | Young Vietnamese American Survey 

Summary Report 

Introduction  

PIVOT 

The Progressive Vietnamese American Organization was created with the goal of increasing civic and 
political engagement among all Vietnamese Americans. Although Vietnamese Americans are a 
rapidly growing population, very little is known about their attitudes about civic and political 
engagement, particularly among young Vietnamese Americans. As a result, the Young Vietnamese 
American (YVA) Committee of PIVOT decided to conduct a survey of Vietnamese American 
millennials.  

The purpose of the survey was to collect information on what young Vietnamese Americans think 
about civic and political engagement and policies on topics such as health care, immigration, and the 
economy as well as their self-reported behaviors in these areas. The YVA Committee will use the data 
from this survey to develop PIVOT’s work plan for outreach and engagement of young Vietnamese 
Americans on progressive issues, including the strategies for the 2018 elections in many states 
across the nation.  

Method  

Survey Development and Measures 

YVA Committee members designed the survey. The survey included socio-demographic questions 
about the participants’ age, sex, educational background, ethnicity, voter registration location, party 
affiliation and voting habits. Respondents also answered questions about primary sources of 
information for news and policies, whether participants post or share political articles and information, 
whether participants discussed politics with family, whether participants have participated in a march 
or protest, whether participants have volunteered or worked on a political campaign and whether 
participants have donated to a cause. For this survey, the term “millennial” refers to individuals age 18 
to 35.  

The survey proceeded with more in-depth questions about politics with questions about participants’ 
viewpoints on jobs and the economy, healthcare, immigration reform, gun control, the environment, 
terrorism, racial profiling, education, social security, women’s health, gender equality, LGBTQ issues 
and more. Participants answered these questions using a 4-point scale from “Not Important” to 
“Extremely Important.”  

The survey also listed policy issues such as the Affordable Care Act, student loans, same-sex 
marriage, legalizing marijuana and the travel ban to determine whether participants supported or 
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opposed the particular policies. To capture a broader picture of the knowledge of our participants, 
questions also included familiarity with political terminology as well as knowledge of local, state and 
federal governments.  

Survey Administration 

The survey was conducted online in English from July 2017 through October 2017. Snowball 
sampling was used, with the initial recruitment being the social networks of the YVA Committee 
members. Subsequently, the YVA Committee collaborated with the Union of North American 
Vietnamese Student Associations (UNAVSA) to expand the sampling to UNAVSA members and their 
social networks. Throughout the process, there were marketing and promotional efforts to push the 
survey and raise completion rates. Incentives included a weekly drawing for a chance to win gift 
cards.  

Results 

The YVA committee aimed to obtain a sample size of 500 participants and was able to surpass the 
goal with 544 respondents from 14 states. The full results of the survey can be found → here .  

Nearly two-thirds (62%) of the sample were 18 to 23 years old, with 27% age 24-29, and 9% age 30-
35. About two-thirds identified as female (34%) or woman (28%) with 19% identifying as male, 17% as 
man, and 1% as other. Most respondents identified themselves as Vietnamese-American (74%) or 
Vietnamese (10%), with only 13% identifying as Asian and 3% as other. Nearly half (46%) had 
completed high school or GED, 35% had a college degree, and 17%, a graduate degree. With respect 
to sources of news, 79% reported using Facebook, 61% a news site, 34% YouTube, 33% television, 
29% Twitter, 27% Snapchat, 23% Instagram, 21% radio, 18% Reddit, and 16% newspaper.  

In terms of political activities, 89% discussed politics with families and friends and 53% posted on 
social media. Only 35% attended rallies or marches, 33% contacted a political representative or 
government official, 23% worked for a candidate or other political campaigns, and 22% contributed 
money to political activities. Only 35% indicated that they wanted to learn more about civic 
engagement or get more involved.  

A majority (58%) identified as Democrats, 21% Independent, 6% Republican, with 12% declining to 
answer. About two-thirds (61%) voted for Hillary Clinton in the 2016 Presidential election, with 2% 
voting for Donald Trump, 2% for Jill Stein, 1% for Gary Johnson; one-quarter (24%) did not vote while 
9% declined to answer. Less than half had voted in local (46%), state (43%), or federal legislative 
(41%) elections. One-third (34%) could not name his or her Senator or Congressperson, and only 
27% can name both. However, only 13% stated that they were not likely to vote in upcoming local or 
statewide elections. 

With respect to policy issues, most agreed that that education (95%) and healthcare (92%) was very 
or extremely important. Findings were similar for women’s health (90%), gender equality (87%), jobs 
and the economy (85%), the environment (86%), and hostility toward immigrants (89%). About three-
quarters thought that racial profiling (77%), immigration reform (76%), taxes (76%), growing gap 
between rich and poor (76%), and LGBTQ issues (76%) were very or extremely important. About two-
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thirds felt that gun control (65%), terrorist threats (66%), social security (67%), and retirement security 
(69%) were very or extremely important. 

Most supported the Affordable Care Act (80%), federal funding for higher education (84%), and the 
Supreme Court decision to legalize same-sex marriage (90%), with similar numbers opposing the 
Muslim travel ban (87%). Slightly more than half supported raising the minimum wage to $15 per hour 
(58%) or legalizing marijuana (56%). 

Discussion and Implications  

To our knowledge, this is the largest survey of millennial Vietnamese Americans regarding their civic 
and political engagement. The results indicate that most young Vietnamese Americans hold 
progressive positions but are not very engaged politically. 

Political Beliefs and Policies  

The results indicated that most Vietnamese American millennials find the following issues most 
important: education, gender equality, growing hostility towards immigrants, health care, and jobs and 
the economy. The majority of respondents self-identified as Democrats and skewed left on policies 
such as: the Affordable Care Act, federal government spending for undergraduates at public 
universities, legalizing the possession of marijuana for recreational use, the travel ban, same-sex 
marriage, and increasing the federal minimum wage.  

There are some differences between the young Vietnamese Americans in this survey compared to 
findings from other surveys of Vietnamese Americans in general. For example, only 33% of 
Vietnamese Americans identified as Democrats in the AALDEF 2016 survey. However, similar 
proportions of Vietnamese Americans (65%) voted for Hillary Clinton in the AALDEF survey as among 
respondents in this survey.  

Civic Engagement and Political Involvement 

Young Vietnamese Americans may be more engaged politically than the Vietnamese American 
population in general. For example, while 66% of respondents in this survey voted in the 2016 
Presidential elections, only 46% of Vietnamese Americans reported voting per AAPI Data. However, 
despite leaning left on policies, the majority of Vietnamese American millennials surveyed have not or 
do not take political action, volunteered for a political campaign, donated to a candidate or campaign, 
have never contacted their representative and have not participated in a protest or march. Only about 
one-third wants to become more civically engaged, but even so, the results of the 2016 elections may 
have changed these respondents approach, as only 13% stated they did not intend to vote in the 
upcoming local/state elections compared to less than half who had voted in such elections previously.  

Conclusion 

The data indicate that young Vietnamese Americans are willing to engage informally through 
discussions with friends and family and are willing to vote, but are less willing to engage in political 
organizing or campaigns. The next steps for PIVOT would be to identify those who are willing to be 
active participants to provide training and other opportunities, identify those who are willing to be 
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sources of information for their social networks and engage them in spreading the news, and those 
who only want to vote, to give them the appropriate information to base their choices. 

As a continuation of this work, the YVA Committee will be conducting interviews with participants in 
order to gain a qualitative understanding regarding political beliefs and voting habits of Vietnamese 
American millennials. The interviews will further help the YVA Committee in strategizing and 
developing a plan for outreach and engagement of progressive, Vietnamese American millennials, 
especially for election cycles. In the future, the YVA Committee will be releasing a report comparing 
data on civic engagement and voting habits of Vietnamese American millennials and the general 
American millennial.  

 


